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'Big Shot' Benefit 

To the Editor: 
The New Milford 

Chamber of Commerce 
will present the "Big Shot" 
Billy Joel Tribute Band 
April 28 at New Milford 
High School's Theater. 
Get your tickets, this is 
truly going to be a great 
concert-90 minutes of hit 
after chart-topping hit. 

Michael DelGuidice 
is the lead singer. I defy 
you to close your eyes 
and know the difference. 
He has toured with Mark 
Alexander (Meat Loaf), 
and Richie Cannata (Billy 
Joel). 

Most of the musicians 
making up the band have 
backed up Billy Joel both 
oo studio recordings and 
live, as well as having 
toured with him. Mark 
Rivera is a vocalist and 
sax player having played 
with Billy Joel's band 
since 1982. Guitar/vocalist 
Tommy Byrnes has been 
with Mr. Joel for 20 years 
and helped to create the 
Tony Award-winning 
Broadway smash "Movin' 
Out." David Rosenthal 
is on keyboard and has 
recorded with Joel. I could 
go on and on. 

Besides how wonderful 
this concert will be, the 
very best part of all is that 
the money raised will be 
used to fund our annual 
New Milford Fourth of July 
Fireworks Celebration and 
Display. I am so grateful 
that the New Milford 
~hamber of Commerce 
is now sponsoring our 
beloved fireworks. It just 
became w~y too much fo1 
me, as chauman to handle 
anymore. 

J_ust think of all the 
snules on kids' faces and 
the "ohs and ahhs" 
t~ey watch the firewor: 
display. 

So, get your • 
(860-354-6080 tickets 
nmc c@ newmilf OJ 

cba~ber.com) forortd . 
Apnl 28 concert he 
NMHS theater ant the 
to a wonderful eve _come 

rung or 
--.:-~=---

Billy Joel favorites. Th~n 
come downtown for our 
FourthofJulyCelebrations 
on Saturday July 7. 

Tax deductible 
contributions for the 
fireworks also can be made 
directly to "New Milford 
Chamber of Commerce" 
marked "fireworks" and 
mailed to New Milford 
Chamber of Commerce 11 
Railroad St., New Milf~rd, 
CT06776 

Thank you Chamber of 
Commerce. See you all 
there! 

Lennie Lillis 
Former chairman, 

Village Center 
Organization's 

_Fireworks Celebration 

Waiting for Spring 

To the Editor: 

I am tired. Are you? 
Winter has come and 
gone with barely a day of 
snow. I miss it. I don't miss 
shoveling, but I miss the 
respite' that a snow day 
affords. In yean past, I 
would clear the driveway 
and then come into the 
wann house and curl up 
with a book while the 
children reveled in the 
fluffy white gift from 
above. 

Not this year. It was the 
year without a snowman. 
There was no coziness. 
No excuse to step away 
from the daily grind. 
Apart from the bizarre 
nor'easter of Halloween 
2011, the winter allowed 
us no rest. It has been go, 
go, go since school began 
in September. 

Spring is here, and I 
find myself longing for a 
rainY day. How do we stop 
and take a reflective and 
restful break when the 
world around us just keeps 
moving? The flowers are 
growing. Weeds won't 
be far behind them. 
Gardening and fence 
repair beckon me. But I 
resist. I haven't rested yet. 
I wonder when the spark 
for spring will be ignited. 

It is not a complaint, but 
something about this year 
didn't seem natural. We, 

especially in New England. 
are ever mindful of the 
weather and the change 
of seasons. Th.is year the 
s~aso~ didn't change too 
much for us. We had some 
cold days, but I remember 
going outside on Jan. 
30 in short sleeves. The 
third week in March, the 
temperature was over 80. 
Now it's the first of April 
and it's chilly again. Odd. 

We adjust to the weather 
conditions, but this year I 
may be closing the shades 
on a bright sunny day so 
I can curl up for a long 
winter's nap. 

Amy Nicholson, 
Northfield 

GMOs in Food 

To the Editor: 

. A wholesome diet 
is now recognized as 
essential to good health 
and to the prevention 
of many diseases. 
Consumer demand has 
encouraged the labeling 
of key ingredients, such 
as the salt, sugar and 
fat content of marketed 
products. There are now 
over 40 countries that 
require labeling of foods 
cont~i.ning "Genetically 
Modified Organisms." The 
majority ofU.S.consumers 
also want to know if foods 
contain "GMO's," which 
are widely present in food 
products today. 

The first gene splicing 
experiments in the 1970's 
rais_ed serious concerns in 
the scientific community, 
and a moratorium on 
further experimentation 
was agreed to. By 
comparison with the 
large scale, uncontrolled 
human experiments with 
untested GMO foods on 
the market today, those 
early experiments with 
microorganismsinastrictly 
controlled environment 
were ridiculously benign. 

The Food and Drug 
Administration's official 
position is that GMO's are 
not "materially" different 
from their natural 
counterparts and need 
not be listed in products' 

ingredients. However. 
unlike traditional plant 
breeding to improve yield, 
etc., these new varieties 
have been created by 
the artificial insertibn 
of synthetic genes 
incorporating bacterial 
and viral DNA into plant 
cells. These insertions 
have been independently 
documented to behave 
in unanticipated and · 
sometimes subtle and 
harmful ways. Is this not a 
material difference? There 
is no evidence to support• 
the FDA position other 
than the skimpy data that 
the biotech industry has 
selectively provided, and 
there is little or no data on 
comparative nutrition and 
none on long term health 
effects, placing children at 
particular risk. 

Certainly the public 
has a right to know what 
is in the food it buys 
so that it can make an 
informed choice. I urge 
readers to ask their state 
legislators to support HB 
5117 (An Act Concerning 
Genetically-Engineered 
Foods) that would require 
the labeling of GMO
containing foods. 

John D. Nelson, Jr. 

The Litchfield County 
T~es devotes space on 
this page to letters from its 
readers. The Tunes requests 
that letters be addressed 
"To the Editor," include a 
home address or telephone 
number and not exceed 250 
words.Lettersmaybesentby 
mail to 65 Bank Street New 
Milford, CT 06776, or 'by e
mail to editor®countytimes. 
com. The Tunes reserves the 
~ght to edit letters to meet 
its style and length require
ments. 


